peculiarities to the anatomical structure of the parts involved ; and all treatment of a local nature must depend for its success on an appreciation of this structure.
We have, firstly, the phalangeal bones, with their vascular epiphyses at the proximal ends. It is to be noted that union to the shaft takes place as late as the twentieth year ; this allows partial or complete separation to occur In-growing finger nails are rare ; the pressure, which is so important a factor in the toes, is absent; but it often happens that a dead nail is allowed to remain in situ, and the consequences are that the sides of the vascular bed and the matrix itself are constantly irritated by this foreign body, and become inflamed.
Granulations spring up, usually at the side of the nail, and a great deal of pain results.
Dirt of all kinds is a fruitful source of diseases of the matrix. This may be introduced at the sides of or beneath the nail, or it may make its entry by a prick or scratch. Matrixitis results, and suppuration often follows, leading occasionally to one form of whitlow. The germs of ringworm (tinea tonsurans) sometimes become grafted at the sides of the nail, and involve the nail itself in much the same manner as they do the hairs, causing splitting and disintegration. This is called Onychomycosis, and is a rather troublesome affection. It is necessary in its treatment to apply some alkaline wash to the parts first, in order to soften the nail, and then to rub in the germicide.
Some people suffer from a troublesome longitudinal splitting of the nails of the fingers. In such cases it is usually found possible to introduce a probe between the nail and the " bed," indicating a want of proper union between the two. This shows imperfect circulation and nutrition at the ends of the fingers, and is due more to constitutional than to local causes. Tight gloves and strongly alkaline soaps favour the production of this condition.
We thus see that the diseases of the nail itself are almost 
